Tillandsia ‘Vicente Bacaya’ description by R Ehlers not to be published. Feb 2009 Seems to be a natural hybrid T. caput-medusae x ? T. capitata 

A T. caput-medusa.e E. Morren habitu minus bulboso, foliis longioribus cum laminis filiformibus recurvatia, inflorescentia, spicis multis parvis composita pro parte tripinnata capitata, bracteis primariis inferioribus spicas multo superantibus, bracteis florigeris carinatis lepidotisque et sepalis posterioribus carinatis differt.

Typus: U. Feldhoff 8907,(1989) Guatemala, Dept. Quiche, Caniya, epiphytica, 1800 - 2500 m s.m.(Holo- et Isotypus in WU).

Plant: flowering to 25 cm high and 35 cm wide, forming an erect, at the base almost bulbose rosette. 

Leaves 15 - 18, green,  both sides dense, fine-pruinose, white scales. 

Sheath: to 7 cm long to 3,5 cm wide, distinct from blade, elliptic, spoonshaped arched with bent in edges, erect, forming a very lax pseudobulb, outside green, inside light brown,

Blade above the sheath 2 - 2,5 cm wide, to 30 cm long, bent strongly outwards, narrow triangular, tapering to a long, narrow, linear tip, involute, edges strongly bent inwards,  in the low part almost touching: 

Peduncle: shorter than the leaves, erect, 6 - 8 cm long, ca 8 mm diam,round,

Peduncle bracts only a few (about 4) similar to the leaves, to 30 cm long imbricately enclosing the peduncle. 

Inflorescence: ovoid, dense capitate, bipinnate to sub-tripinnate,( a large example is often seen with the lower spike with two spikes next to it), with numerous, 5 - 12, erect, short spikes, to 5 cm high and 3,5 cm wide. 

Primary bracts: grey-pink, both sides dense silver-grey scaled, the bottom ones similar to the upper peduncle bracts, sheaths to 5 cm long, ( longer than the spike) to 2,5 cm wide, with to 15 cm long, filiform, blade that exceeds the inflorescence, becoming shorter upwards, the uppermost shorter than the spike and only short tipped. 

Spikes: almost sessile, distichous, to 3,5 cm long, 1 - 1,2 wide, elliptic, complanate, usually with from 3 fertile flowers and at the top a vestigious flower, additionally at the base 1 - 2 sterile floral bracts,  the wide side of the spke axis twisted. 

Flowers: to 3,5 cm long, subsessile, not fragrant. 

Floral bracts: imbricate, green, angular axis sometimes somewhat visible, somewhat longer or as long as the sepals, to 2,3 cm long, l cm wide, elliptic acuminate with a somewhat hooked tip, inside strongly nerved, weakly punctulate scaled, outside weaker nerved, red, at the base only weak, towards the top more and more densely scaled, strongly keeled, membranous. 

Sepals: to 2,2 cm long, 5 mm wide, lanceolate acuminate, at the base whitish green, to the top red, nerved, glabrous, membranous, the posterior pair keeled and about 7 mm high connate. 

Petals:. forming a straight tube with a small part of the tip very much nent over, tongue-shaped acuminate, to 4 cm long, in the high part 6 - 8 mm wide, at the base 4 mm wide, intensive blue-violet,( 63 navy blue / 57 purplish blue,) at the outside tip brighter, at the bottom 1 cm white. 

Stamens: about 1 cm protruding from the flower, Style at the time of  anthesis shorter, postfloral many longer than the anthers, to 4 cm long, white, thin, Stigma 1 mm high 1 mm wide, lobes erect to somewhat spreading, (Type I after Brown & Gilmartin), greenish-yellow, somewhat papillose. Filaments 3 unequally long arranged in 2 rows, to 5 cm long, in the upper part in cross-section, oval and 1 mm wide, violet, somewhat lighter than the petal, further down ribbon-like, narrow and becoming white. Anthers narrow-elliptic, 3 mm long, ochre later becoming brown, pollen yolk-yellow, versatile joined in the middle or 1/3 from the base. Ovary 6 mm high, 2 mm wide, long-elliptic, light green. 

Holotype: Uwe Feldhoff 8907, WU, herbarium of the University of Vienna., 

Habitat & range: Guatemala, Dep. Guatemala: Vicente Bacaya and Dep. Quiche: Caniya. Epiphytic in highland to 1800 - 2500 m, the plants grow with T. magnusiana, T., velickiana, T. caput-medusae and T. brachycaulos. 

The Key of L. B. Smith,( Subkey VII where the primary bracts exceed the tower spikes) leads to T. moscosoi, with which our plant is hardly related. 

The first suspicion, that it could be  a natural hybrid, came from Mr. Uwe Feldhoff, Guatemala-city, that the plant which Mr Lopez discovered, refutes. He declares, that plants are in large numbers near Caniya, that show variability usually appearing with hybrids. Although the plant grows with T, caput-medusae what is missing is what could be the other parent, that could be possible for a hybridisation. 

From T, caput-medusae E.Morren our plant differs: by its less bulbos growth, the longer leaves with long, filiform, bent over blades, the many small spikes (sometimes tripinnate), compound capitate inflorescence, whose lower spikes are much longer, the lower spikes, the keeled and scaled floral bracts and the keeled posterior sepals. 

